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STAMFORD HARBOR AND MIAN US RIVER, CONN. 



Committee on Eivers and Harbors, 

House of Representatives, 

Wedmesday^ December 11^ 1918. 

The committee met at 10.30 o'clock a. m., the Hon. John H. Small 
(chairman) presiding. 

The Chairman. Gentlemen, Mr. Merritt, of Connecticut, is here 
this morning, and we will be glad to hear him now in regard to a 
new project at Stamford Harbor. 

STATEMENT OF HON. SCHTJTLER MEEKITT, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONSRESS FROM THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT. 

Mr. Merritt. Mr. Chairman, while the project is new in the sense 
that nothing has been done on it, yet I will remind the committee 
that it was recommended by the engineers in their letter to the War 
Department of July, 1914, and all the facts which led the engineers 
to make that recommendation have become more pressing, so that 
tlie need is now greater than ever. 

I had the privilege of appearing before the committee last winter 
with reference to this project, and I think that at that time the 
committee was favorably disposed toward the project on the basis 
of the facts I presented, but in accordance with their policy of not 
recommending anything that did not directly relate to the war, that 
project, along with a number of others, was passed over. 

I am not going to take the time of the committee to go into the 
matter much in detail, but merely try to refresh your recollection as 
to the argument I made when I last appeared before you. 

The request is based on two grounds : first, on the harbor facilities 
themselves, and, secondly, on the grounds which have seemed very 
important during the war, that all the water communication of the 
country which can be used to relieve the stress on the railroad lines 
should be developed. 

Stamford Harbor is the first commodious harbor between New 
York and Bridgeport. The good harbors on Long Island Sound are 
on the Long Island side. It is very important that there should be 
a good harbor on the Connecticut side, which is the business side of 
the sound. Westchester County, N. Y., and Fairfield County, Conn., 
make a narrow neck between the Hudson and the East Rivers, and 
the only possible way of getting freight into New England along 
the Connecticut shore is by getting it over the New York, New Haven 
& Hartford Railroad, and that is the way it comes to the shore 
towns and cities. 

I remind the committee that from Mount Vernon to the city of 
New York the New Haven road uses the tracks of the New York 
Central & Hudson River road, which tracks are also used by the 
Harlem road. This makes a passenger congestion which excludes 

97362—18 . 3 



4 STAMFORD HABBOB AND MIANUS BIVEB, CONN. 

all freight from those lines of rail. All freight that gets on to the 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad through the New York 
gateway is brought in freight cars on barges up the East River and 
to the "New Haven terminal on the Harlem River. This Harlem 
branch has six tracks and joins the main line at New Rochelle, where 
it continues a four-track road. The burden of the New Haven pas- 
senger traffic is very great from New Rochelle on, and, with the added 
freight, the result is a great congestion of traffic, which, as above 
stated, should be relieved. That is the reason which led the New 
Haven road to acquire the Sound lines of steamers, so that they could 
operate them in connection with the road. Incidently, I will say, 
because the question may come up later, that the idea that the New 
Haven road should sell the Sound lines of steamers is uneconomical 
and foolish. 

Assuming that I am rigjht that the harbors ought to be used to 
relieve the freight congestion, I want to call your attention to the 
fact that according to the last report of the engineers the annual 
value of water-borne *f reight to Stamford amounted to $20,000,000. 
Since the report was made I suppose it is true that the water-borne 
traffic of Stamford has nearly doubled, and the town has incresed 
very much in size, so that unquestionably much of the gain will be 
continued. 

The project is to increase the depth of the east branch of the 
harbor from 9 feet to 12 feet, and to increase the depth of the west 
branch up to 9 feet. The reason for that, as set forth in the engi- 
neers' report, is that th6 constant tendency is to handle freight by 
sea and on the sound in larger units, and the barges, schooners, and 
steamers are larger. You can not get a large unit into a channel 
that only has 9 feet draft. The tide there rises about 7 feet, so that 
with a 12-foot draft you can get in a good-sized steamer. As to the 
facilities in connection with tne water, I pointed out when I was last 
before the committee that there is already direct rail connection 
with main rail routes. 

Since I was here last winter the city has acquired a large tract of 
land along the east branch, with about 1,000 feet of water frontage. 
There is a mayor's committee which has been appointed to report in 
regard to a site and the construction of a public dock, and that dock 
will be connected directly with the rail lines in a short time. 

One of the lumber dealers there during the past year has received 
directly from the South by schooners over 1,000,000 feet of cypress 
lumber, which has been distributed away froiri Stamford, and the 
same dealer now has on dock 300,000 feet more for the same purpose. 

Mr. BooHER. I see in the list of new projects which we worked on 
last year that Stamford Harbor is on that list, but on the right hand 
side of the page are the words " needed land." What does that mean? 

It seems that when the survey was made there was land needed 
there. Who is to furnish that land? Has it been furnished? 

The Chairman. I think I can explain that. The recommendation 
by the Chief of En^neers was upon the condition that the local in- 
terests should furnish any land necessary in connection with the 
project. 

Mr. Merritt. Yes; I think that is right. As I remember it. in 
the Engineer's report they proposed to widen the channel in the West 
branch, up to 150 feet, in order to straighten out the channel. 
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Mr. Clbary. How much water have you in the Stamford Harbor ? 

Mr. Merritt. We have in the East Branch, which has about 75 
per cent of the commerce, 9 feet at low water, and on the other side 
about 6 or 7 feet. 

Mr. CisEARY. Of course, 6 or 7 feet is not nearly enough, and it costs 
more to haul freight where the water is only that deep than it does 
to haul it into a deeper harbor. 

Mr. Merritt. That fact appears in the report of the engineers. 

Mr. CiiEARy. You pay pretty nearlv twice as much for freight than 
you would if you had plenty of water? 

Mr. MJERRrrr. The engineers say that the rate on coal was 7 cents 
more per ton to Stamford than to Bridgeport, 23 miles longer haul. 

Mr. Cleary. And the reason is that Bridgeport has deeper water. 
In hauling freight on barges we have to have 12 feet of water for 
the barges, and if we can only load for 7 feet, it costs about twice as 
much for the freight. We are only able to carry 600 tons in one place, 
while we can carry 1,200 tons into another. 

Mr. Merritt. I think, Mr. Chairman, that about states my case. 
The improvement is j,ustified by the needs and importance of the 
harbor. 

Mr. Osborne. How much money is required for the improvement ? 

Mr. Merritt. I think the amount is $183,000. Since I communi- 
cated with you the other day, Mr. Chairman, I have had quite an 
urgent letter from Mianus, which is an adjoining harbor. There 
was a recommendation some time ago for the improvement of the 
Mianus River and I introduced a bill, H. R. 13299, on the ninth of 
this month, appropriating $1,000 for that improvement. That bill 
reads as follows: 

[H. R. 13299, Slxty-flfth Congress, third session.] 

A BILL Making an appropriation for the improvement of the Mianus River between 
the New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad bridge and Mianus, Connecticut. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled^ That the sum of $1,000 be, and the 
same is hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the Secretary of War, for 
improving the navigation on the Mianus River between the New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad bridge and Mianus, Connecticut, in accordance 
with a report of the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, submitted in 
House Document Numbered Seven hundred and eighty-three. Sixty-fourth 
Congress, first session. 

With reference to H. K. 13299, asking for an appropriation of 
$1,000 for the improvement of the Mianus River, this improvement 
was recommended by the engineers in a report to the Secretary of 
War under date of February 17, 1916, House Document No. 783, 
Sixty-fourth congress, first session. It has to do with the improve- 
ment of the Mianus River above the New Haven railway bridge up 
to the village of Mianus. 

The people of Mianus desire.d to have the channel dug to a mini- 
mum depth of 6 feet at low water, but the engineers at that time did 
not feel justified in making that recommendation, but did recommend 
a small appropriation to remove an obstructing rock about midway 
between the bridge and Mianus which forms a danger to commerce 
and makes barges unwilling to come in. 
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IRiis se6ms clearly a <fesirable improvement, and at that time it 
was said it could oe rei!noved for $700, but I assume that under 
existing conditions thtit appropriation should be increased to at least 
a thousand dollars. 

The tonnage to be accommodated is about 12,000 tons, and it would 
seem th^t this obviously necessary improvement would well be 
worth the expenditure of a thousand dollars. They said that the 
rock could be taken out for about $700, they thought, but in my 
bill I made the amount $1,000, because I assumed everything would 
cost more than it did two or three years ago. 

The Chairman. We understand that you are also asking us to 
consider the new project for Mianus River? 

Mr. Merritt. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. A new project has been recommended? 

Mr. Merritt. Yes, sir ; by the engineers. 

The Chairman. In House Document 783, Sixty-fourth Congress, 
first session? 

Mr. Merritt. Yes, sir. 

The Chairman. The committee will take that under consideration 
also. 

(Thereupon the committee proceeded to the consideration of other 
business). 
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